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The Ljubljana process led to a greater integration in Europe through the launch of number of initiatives. 
However we see that the governance has become more fragmented, both in terms of adding new 
governance mechanisms to those already existing, as well as developing a set of different governance 
mechanisms for the ERA, thus reducing coherence. 
 
The Innovation Union, in its call for Innovation Partnerships as a tool for its implementation, advises for 
“effective, simple and sufficiently flexible structures to steer and monitor progress, arbitrate between 
diverging interests, and remedy any delays“. It is clear that developing a common European vision and 
enhanced governance for the application and coordination of national and European policies and their joint 
implementation of projects of interest to the Community is essential for the success of the research and 
innovation strategic objectives. With considerable number of governance mechanisms at the European level, 
with the different references to the legal framework of the European Union tackling governance failures, 
such as, a deep sectorial division between public administrations, and great differences in cultures and ways 
of thinking across these administrations or agencies, inhibits the capability for integration and innovation. 
  
The adaptability of innovation systems and policy systems includes integration of policy areas into policy 

domains for innovation with greater coherence than before, integration of the policy cycle (agenda setting, 

priority setting, implementation) into systemic learning and business models, as well as a number of 

institutional factors that tended to inhibit the adaptability of governance systems. More precisely the 

questions will be the followings: 

 

- How should governance mechanisms and practices on a supra-national level be designed to ensure an 

effective and legitimate restructuring and specialisation of research and innovation activities?   

- How will they also ensure representativeness, transparency and accountability?  

- What needs to be done at the level of governance in order to ensure that we bridge the death valleys from 

idea to market and from mere improvement to breakthroughs? 

- How will the future governance mechanisms ensure value added to Europe overall not only to the 

structures represented? 

- Are different mechanisms needed for research and respectively for innovation?  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Welcome and Introduction 

 

Prof. Danuta Maria Hübner, MEP, Chair of the Committee on Regional Development, Member of the 

Conference of Committee Chairs, Member of the Special Committee on the Financial, Economic and Social 

Crisis, Member of the K4I Forum of the European Parliament Governing Board  

 

Speakers 

 

Mr. David Harmon, Member of the Cabinet of European Commissioner Maire Geoghegan-Quinn, European 

Commission   

Dr. Laszlo Szendrodi, Counsellor for Sciences and Technologies, Permanent Representation of Hungary to the 

European Union 

Dr. Ángeles Rodríguez-Peña, President of the COST Committee of Senior Officials, European Cooperation in 

Science and Technology 

Mr. Gernot Klotz, Executive Director for Research and Innovation, European Chemical Industry Council 

Mr. Luuk Borg, Head of EUREKA Secretariat Brussels Office, EUREKA 

 

 

 

The introductions will be followed by a discussion with the participants. 


